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Bet. But I tell you again, I don't do it and think there's no harm in it, as you do; and you have touched me so home with your reproof, that I resolve never to do so again while I live.
Ma. But what's all this to my mistress and me ? what has she to do with it ?
Bet. Why Mary, my mistress is a very pious, religious lady, and she thinks herself bound to call her servants to an account how they spend their time.
Ma. Ay, so she may for all the week-days, for that's her time; but Sunday is my own, she has nothing to do with that.
Bet. I assure you my mistress will not allow that doctrine; she thinks she has as much to do with you on Sunday as any other day.
Ma. You talk of my mistress being a religious lady, why so she may be, for aught I know; and I think we have so much religion at home, we need not go abroad for it: does not the chaplain tease us twice a day with his long prayers, and reading of chapters ? I am sure he has made me neglect my business many times to come to prayers : but I give them the slip sometimes, and if I did not, they would have many a good dish of meat spoiled, so they would.
Bet. You are a merry girl, Mary, when you talk of religion.
Ma. Nay, I don't understand it; I know nothing of the matter; I come to do my business, and mind the kitchen ; if their dinners are not well dished up, they may find fault, and I should take some care to mend it; but to talk to me about religion, 'tis time enough hereafter; let them let me alone to myself.
Bet. But my mistress will satisfy you that she is obliged, while she keeps you for a servant, to see that you serve God as well as you serve her.
Ma. O dear! let them serve God themselves better first; I don't see that any of them have any